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ENERGY — RESIDENTIAL FEED-IN TARIFF SCHEME 

840. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Treasurer: 

I have a supplementary question. What is the preliminary advice on exactly what the cost of the program will be 
over the 10-year period, and was the advice that was given to the Treasurer, which he has said he does not have 
faith in, given to him by the Minister for Energy? 

Mr C.C. PORTER replied: 

No. The costings originally were done by the Office of Energy. 

Mr M. McGowan: Who gave you the advice? 

Mr C.C. PORTER: It made submissions to — 

Mr M. McGowan: They go through the minister. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: I can answer the member’s question. If he believes he has the answer — 

Mr M. McGowan: You’re not answering it. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: That information came from the Office of Energy. I do not think, and Treasury does not 
think, that that has been put together in an accurate, orderly and appropriate fashion, and that is why we are 
conducting an audit of that information. That does not seem to me to be an unreasonable thing to do. 

The next part of the supplementary question was: what is the preliminary estimate of any potential cost overrun? 

Mr E.S. Ripper: No, the total cost. 

Mr M. McGowan: The total cost over 10 years. 

Mr C.C. PORTER: What is the preliminary estimate of the overrun leading to a preliminary estimate of the 
total cost? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.C. PORTER: The whole point of running an audit is that we are coming up with that preliminary 
estimate. What I can say, member, is that it is nothing like that $500 million figure that the member has quoted. 
 


